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USSVI Creed 

Section 1: To perpetuate the memory of our shipmates who gave their lives in the pursuit of their duties while 
serving their country that their dedication, deeds, and supreme sacrifice may be a constant source of motiva-
tion toward greater accomplishments, and to pledge loyalty and patriotism to the United States of America 
and its Constitution. 

Camaraderie 

Section 2: In addition to perpetuating the memory of departed shipmates, USSVI shall provide a way for all 
Submariners to gather for our mutual benefit and enjoyment. Our common heritage as Submariners shall be 
strengthened by camaraderie. The USSVI supports a strong U.S. Submarine Force. 

Perpetual Remembrance 

Section 3: The organization engages in various projects and deeds that bring about the perpetual remembrance 
of those shipmates who have given the supreme sacrifice. USSVI also endeavors to educate all third parties it 
comes in contact with about the services United States submariners performed and how the sacrifices of lost 
shipmates made possible the freedom and lifestyle American enjoy today 

THE DECK LOG 

USSVI CENTRAL TEXAS BASE 

JUNE 2025 
VOLUME XIV - ISSUE 6 

The Loss of USS Herring (SS 233) 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/USS_Herring   

Lost on June 1, 1944 with the loss of 83 men near Matsuwa Island. Her-
ring was on her 8th war patrol, conducting a surface attack. Spotted by a 
shore battery and made 2 direct hits on her conning tower causing her 
loss. Before being sunk, she had sank a freighter and a passenger-
cargoman. Herring was the only US submarine sunk by a land battery. 

Specifications: 

Class: Gato 
Laid Down: 7/14/1941 
Launched: 1/5/1942 
Commissioned: 4/5/1942 
Lost: 6/1/1944 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/USS_Herring


June 2025 Page 2 

 

 

Table of Contents 

============================= 
Creed 1 

Table of Contents 2 

Points of Contact 2 

Publication, Web Site, Base Mtg 2 

Links 3 

USSVI Central Texas Base News 5 

Base Commander’s Report 5 

January Meeting Minutes 6 

Base Treasurer’s Report 8 

Birthdays 8 

Membership 8 

Storekeeper Corner 9 

Binnacle List 9 

Calendar of Events 9 

Kap(SS)4Kid(SS) 9 

Chaplain’s Corner 10 
Shipmates in Action 11 
USSVI Official Business 13 

History 16 

Thoughts 17 

Once upon a time 19 
More Shipmates in Action 21 
Lone Star Subvet Round-up 22 

USSVI National Commander 

Jon Jaques 615-893-7800 jjaques@bellsouth.net  

USSVI National Senior Vice-Commander 

Tim Carlisle 925-812-4239  timcarlisle00@hotmail.com  

USSVI Central Region Director  

Rick Mitchell 512-639-0035 rmitch2@yahoo.com   

USSVI Central District 4 Commander 

Don Hirschenhofer (817) 505-7250  Donh948@gmail.com  

USSVI Central Texas Base Officers 

Base Commander, Curt Webber 317-225-1823 curt.webber@gmail.com 
Vice-Commander, Chuck Malone 512-694-5294  cmalone10@austin.rr.com 
Yeoman, Dave Clark 816-294-5755 dpclark1951@sbcglobal.net 
Chief of the Boat, Rick Mitchell 512-639-0035 rmitch2@yahoo.com 
Treasurer, Chris Glover 360-731-2032 c.glover.ussvi@gmail.com 

Base Support Appointments 

Chaplain - Bob Steinmann 512-255-5250 bobandgladys@austin.rr.com 
Memorial - Gene Hall 512-864-2860 genehall3198@gmail.com 
Storekeeper - Virgil Claycamp 512-632-4852 vclaycamp@yahoo.com  
Membership - Rick Mitchell 512-639-0035 rmitch2@yahoo.com   
Newsletter Editor - Bill Scott 512-826-8876 hscottss242@gmail.com  
Webmaster - Rick Mitchell 512-639-0035 rmitch2@yahoo.com  
Parades - Tom Sprague 858-755-6071 tmsprague48@gmail.com  
Kaps4Kids - Ken Rydolph 512-989-8614 prydolph@aol.com  
Historian - Eric Heter 512-731-4139 erik.heter@gmail.com 
Holland Club - Don Atkins 512-508-1997 oneoldcrow3134@gmail.com 
USSVCF - Frank Espinosa 512-639-0451 fespinosajr@att.net  

Editor’s Office 

The Deck Log is a monthly publication of the United 
States Submarine Veterans, Inc., Central Texas Base. 
It is delivered via email in Microsoft Publisher PDF for-
mat to the Base Membership. A printed copy is mailed 
via USPS to those shipmates requesting a mailed 
copy. 

Deck Log Editor 

Harold W (Bill) Scott II, STSCS (SS) USN Ret. 
Holland Club, Life Member USSVI 
SS-242, SSN-612, SSN-595, SSN-596 
hscottss242@gmail.com  

512-826-8876 

USSVI Web Site: https://ussubvets.org/home.asp 
Base Web Site: https://ussvicentraltexasbase.org/  
Facebook Page: https://www.facebook.com/ussvicentraltexas/ 
Instagram: ussvi.centraltexasbase 

Base Meetings: Base meetings are held on the third Wednesday of the 
month at M/SGT Ben D Snowden VFW Post 8587, 1000 N College St, 
Georgetown, TX 78626. We hold a quarterly social in lieu of a Base Meeting 
in March, June, September and December. 

USSVI National Office: 

USSVI National Office 
PO Box 1063 
Groton CT 06340-1063 
360-337-2978 
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USEFUL INTERNET LINKS National Information Sources  

A listing of Internet information addresses of the various organizations as places to obtain information on 
national items of interest. Shipmates, you are invited to add to the list (just let me know via email of any 
you use), so over time it would become more comprehensive. 

 

https://www.ussvi.org/ 

https://ussubvets.org/home.asp 

 

http://www.csp.navy.mil/  

 

https://www.sublant.usff.navy.mil/ 

 

www.navyleague.org 

 

www.moaa.org 

 

Naval History and Heritage Command 

 

http://www.dfas.mil/ 

 

http://www.vfw.org/ 

 

 

http://www.fra.org/ 

 

http://www.military.com/  

https://www.navy.mil/  

 

http://www.va.gov/  

https://www.mynavyhr.navy.mil/  

 

   

 

http://www.legion.org/ 

https://www.ussvi.org/
https://ussubvets.org/home.asp
http://www.csp.navy.mil/
https://www.sublant.usff.navy.mil/
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June 2025 Page 4 

 

 

SILENT RUNNING 

JUNE LOST BOATS 

“I can assure you that they went down fighting and that their brothers who survived them took a 

grim toll of our savage enemy to avenge their deaths." Vice Admiral Charles A. Lockwood, USN 

USS Herring (SS 233) 

Lost on June 1, 1944 with the loss of 83 men near Matsuwa Island. Herring was 

on her 8th war patrol, conducting a surface attack. Spotted by a shore battery and 

made 2 direct hits on her conning tower causing her loss. Before being sunk, she 

had sank a freighter and a passenger-cargoman. Herring was the only US subma-

rine sunk by a land battery. 

USS R-12 (SS 89) 

Lost on June 12, 1943 with the loss of 42 men near Key West, FL during a 

practice torpedo approach. The cause was probably due to flooding through 

a torpedo tube. The CO and 2 other men on the bridge survived, as did 18 

crew members on liberty at the time of the accident. 

USS Golet (SS 361) 

Lost on June 14, 1944 with the loss of 82 men. On her 2nd war patrol, Golet was 

apparently lost in battle with antisubmarine forces north of Honshu.  

USS Bonefish (SS 223) 

Lost on June 19, 1945 with the loss of 85 men when sunk near Suzu Misaki. 

Winner of 3 Navy Unit Citations, Bonefish was on her 8th war patrol. After sink-

ing a passenger-cargoman, Bonefish was subjected to a savage depth charge 

attack.  

USS O-9 (SS 70) 

Lost on Jun 20, 1941 with the loss of 34 men when it foundered off Isle of Shoals, 15 miles 

from Portsmouth, NH. O-9 submerged at 0738 to conduct deep submergence tests, the sub 

did not surface thereafter but was crushed by the pressure of the water 402 feet below.  

USS Runner (SS 275) 

Lost between June 26 and July 4th with the loss of 78 men. Runner was on her 

3rd war patrol probably due to a mine. Prior to her loss, she reported sinking a 

freighter and a passenger-cargoman off the Kuriles. The boat's last known ship 

sunk was on June 26th, so she probably hit the mine on or after that date but be-

fore July 4th, when she was scheduled back at Midway. 

USS S-27 (SS 132) 

Lost on June 19, 1942 when it grounded off Amchitka Island. She was on the sur-

face in poor visibility, charging batteries and drifted into the shoals. When she 

could not be freed and started listing, the captain got the entire crew to shore (400 

yards away) in relays using a 3-man rubber raft. The entire crew was subsequently 

rescued.  
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Dear Brothers, 

This month’s Base Commander Report has 
been a challenge for me. I debated on what 
to write, but after talking with a couple of 
other military folks, I decided to write what I 
was dwelling over for lack of understanding 
myself. At this month’s Tolling the Boats, I 
could barely get through my part of the 
reading and even choked up as others 
read. Maybe part of it was stage fright, but I 

had rehearsed my part of the ceremony up to the point I 
felt comfortable reading. I haven’t been a very compas-
sionate or empathic man for most of my life. I joined the 
submarine force as an 18-year-old kid from a very broken 
family and left as a 29-year-old kid refusing to grow up. I 
remember one day, when I was home on leave, my mother 
just stopped me dead in her tracks and asked “What hap-
pened to you? You used to be such a nice boy.” I almost 
wore that as a badge of honor for my career. Each of us 
have had different experiences in the military as I have 
found out from talking with fellow submariners, and mine 
was certainly an interesting one in my opinion. My first boat 
was mostly plank owners and they let us know it. As I have 
reflected after our Memorial Day ceremony, I apparently 
needed to dive into what, over the last 25 years, has 
changed for me and why. Some, most, or all of you may 
have already have this figured out, but I’m a bit behind 
most and here’s my conclusion for me. 

As a fellow submariner, my emotional response at the Toll-
ing the Boats ceremony for our fallen shipmates was deep-
ly human and profoundly meaningful for me. Here’s why I 
believe it hit me so hard: 

1. Shared Brotherhood and Identity 

We, as Submariners, form an unusually close bond. Life 
aboard a boat demands total trust, mutual dependence, 
and sacrifice. We don't just serve together — we survive 
together. When a boat is lost or a submariner dies, it feels 
like losing family. For me, speaking at the Tolling ceremo-
ny wasn’t just ceremonial — it was personal. 

2. The Weight of the Silent Service 

Our risks are unique, the isolation is total, and the stakes 
are always high. When I stand before others to honor the 
fallen, I believe that I carry the invisible weight of that 
knowledge — of how easily it could have been my boat 
and my name. 

3. We Carry Their Memory 

When a submariner is lost, they can't speak for them-
selves. When I was asked to speak/read, I was not just 
sharing words — I felt like I was becoming their voice. 
When Bill sounded the Diving alarm for Surfacing and I 

read the words inviting our departed shipmates to join us, I 
felt their presence and it was almost haunting to me. That 
responsibility, that honor, feels heavy to me. It deserved 
emotion and apparently, it demanded it. 

4. Unspoken Grief 

I believe that we, as submariners, are trained to be silent 
and stoic, especially under stress. I felt that we were invisi-
ble in my younger days. I didn’t give much thought to the 
lost boats and their crew back then. But today, memorials 
give a rare and sacred space to release grief that's often 
buried deep — grief for shipmates, for missed chances, for 
survivor's guilt, for the sheer weight of memory. 

5. It's a Reflection of our Own Service 

In honoring them, I also face my own journey — what I 
gave, what I saw, what I carry still. It's a mirror, and some-
times what it reflects is raw, painful, and humbling. 

So, in conclusion of my inner journey and reflection, is that 
I feel deeply because I care deeply. Emotion at a memorial 
isn’t my weakness — it’s the truest form of respect. Every 
tear, every crack in my voice, every pause — it's a tribute. 
And it reminds everyone that the submarine force is more 
than steel and systems. It's people. It's shipmates. It's you 
and me. 

Your shipmate, brother & friend, 

Curt Webber, curt.webber@gmail.com , (317)225-1823 

============================================ 

============================================ 

Location: VFW Post 8587, Georgetown, TX 

Meeting Opened: At 19:00 by Curt Webber, Base Com-
mander  

E-Board Present: All with the exception of Treasurer Chris 
Glover, who arrived later 

Meeting Minutes: April 2025 Meeting Minutes were ap-
proved. 

Sailing List: 22 Members at VFW, 1 Member on Zoom 
and 1 Visitor at VFW 

Binnacle List: Don Atkins, Jack Collins and Chuck Trahan 

Prayer: Chuck Malone delivered the invocation. 

Pledge of Allegiance: Gene Hall led the Base. 

Tolling of the Boats for May: Curt Webber, Reading, 
Chuck Malone, Tolling 

Officer and Committee Reports 

BASE COMMANDER’S REPORT 

mailto:curt.webber@gmail.com
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Treasurer’s Report: Presented by Curt Webber 

Funds as of April 30, 2025 

$40,403.21 Apr 1, 2025 Balance 
$30,627.29 Apr 30, 2025 Balance 
General Fund: $26,902.85 
Memorial Fund: $3,724.44 

Kaps 4 Kids (Rick Mitchell): Rick Mitchell, Chuck Malone 
and Joe Luna (Heart of Texas Base) visited McLane Chil-
dren’s Scott & White Clinic in Temple on April 18. Harry 
Boyer, Ken Rydolph and Rick Mitchell visited Dell Chil-
dren’s Medical Center in Austin on April 30. Additional vol-
unteers are encouraged to experience this uplifting out-
reach. Rick announced that Ken Rydolph is assuming the 
role of Kaps 4 Kids Leader. 

Parade (Tom Sprague): The next event is the Round 
Rock 4

th
 of July Parade. Information will be provided. 

Membership (Rick Mitchell): 86 Current Members, 54 
National Life Members and 42 Holland Club Members 

Welcome Aboard: Scott Lindemood (was unable to at-
tend) 

Storekeeper (Virgil Claycamp): No report. Contact Virgil 
if you need anything. 

Memorial (Gene Hall): Gene requested volunteers to as-
sist him in polishing the Torpedo and policing the area 
around the Memorial in Round Rock at 1700 on Friday 23 
May 2025. 

Birthdays May 2025: 5/1 Dale Messing, 5/13 Michael 
Goulding, 5/17 Frank Abernathy, 5/18 Chris Glover, 5/18 
Frank Espinosa, 5/28 Mike Gauthier, 5/30 Harry Ullman, 
Jr. 

Unfinished, Ongoing and Old Business  

Round Rock Express Baseball Game: Rick Mitchell re-
ported that there were 43 attendees at the event on Friday 
night May 16, 2025. Pictures were shared. 

USSVI 2025 National Convention: Scheduled for August 
31 – September 6, 2025 in Orlando, Florida. The Plan of 
the Week is available on the web. 

Memorial Day Tolling Ceremony: On May 24, 2025 at 
1100 (Saturday before Memorial Day), the Tolling Ceremo-
ny will be conducted at the Round Rock Memorial. Adver-
tise to family and friends and invite them.  

NEW Business: 

USSVI Charitable Foundation: Frank Espinosa presented 
information on the Building Funds section, which included 
the manager, purposes, recent activity, fund balance as of 
31 March 2025, and how to donate. 

June Social: The Social will be held on Saturday, 21 June 
2025 (additional details forthcoming). The Base discussed 
whether the preferred location for the social would be Me-
sa Rosa in Round Rock or Circleville Store outside Taylor. 
A motion was made to hold the June Social at Mesa Rosa 
by Harry Ullman, Jr., seconded by Frank Espinosa, and 
approved unanimously by the Base. 

VFW Post 8587 Fourth of July Celebration: The upcom-
ing event was discussed with a motion by Rick Mitchell to 
donate $150 towards the cause. Ray Wilgeroth seconded 

the motion. The Base approved the donation unanimously.  

2025 Convention Magazine: A discussion was held on a 
recommendation to place a half page ad in the 2025 Con-
vention Magazine as a show of support to our shipmates in 
Orlando, Florida. Ken Rydolph made a motion to approve a 
half page ad for $175, which was seconded by Bill Scott 
and approved unanimously. 

Members were encouraged to send any ad they want to 
submit to Rick Mitchell by 28 May 2025 so he can send out 
options to the Base for a quick vote. The winning ad will be 
sent to Orlando. They currently list 1 June 2025 as the 
deadline. The CTB ads from the last three years were pro-
vided. 

2026 National Convention: Rick Mitchell provided an 
overview of planning and schedule for the 2026 convention 
to be held in Corpus Christi, Texas by the Sea Turtle Base. 
Committee members from all bases are involved in the 
planning. Rick Mitchell made a motion for the Base to com-
mit to a $500 donation with Harry Ullman, Jr. seconding 
the motion. The Base approved the motion unanimously. A 
request was made for the Base to commit to purchase a 
full page ad in the magazine at a cost of $350 when the 
request is made. Ken Rydolph made a motion to commit 
the Base to a full page ad not to exceed $500. Harry 
Ullman Jr. seconded the motion and the Base approved 
unanimously. 

Good of the Order: 

VFW Post 8587 Blood Drive Results: Frank Espinosa 
reported that the Post had 27 donors, but only 23 pints 
were collected. Due to donations since November 2024, 
the Post was credited for 30 total pints, which will provide 
hospitals with 90 pints. The target was 26 pints. 

Holland Club Challenge Coins: Bill Scott informed the 
Base that Holland Club members can have their names 
engraved on a challenge coin for $35. 

Memorial Day Activities: Several members identified Me-
morial Day activities that were available in Leander, 
Georgetown and Pflugerville.  

50/50 Raffle: $50 of $100 was won by Rick Mitchell, which 
he donated back to the Base. 

Next Regular Meeting: 16 July 2025 for 18:00 Social and 
19:00 Meeting at VFW Post 8587, Georgetown 

Sailing List Summary: 

Total Base Members Present: 23 

Local at VFW Post 8587: 22 Members; Frank Abernathy, 
Jim Andree, Harry Boyer, Bill Brinkman, David Clark, Virgil 
Claycamp, Ken Dallman, Frank Espinosa, Chris Glover, 
Gene Hall, Eric Heter, Hubert Jackson, Colin King, Chuck 
Malone, Dale Messing, Rick Mitchell, Ken Rydolph, Bill 
Scott II, Roy Silva, Harry Ullmann, Jr., Curt Webber, and 
Ray Wilgeroth. 

Remote on Zoom: 1 Member; Bill Bellinghausen - Visi-
tors: 1 Visitor; Ed Finan, MMCS (SS), member of Bowfin 
Base 

Meeting Adjourned: At 20:20 by Base Commander Curt 
Webber 

Minutes Submitted: May 26 2025 by Yeoman Dave Clark 
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============================================ 

BASE TREASURER’S REPORT 

============================================ 

15 May 2025 

Financial Report for Period Ending 4/30/2025 

Beginning Balance - 4/1/2025 - $40,403.21 

RBFCU Checking (Gen Fund) 26,902.85 
RBFCU Savings (Mem Fund) $3,724.44 
Uncleared Checks - -$0.00 

Ending Balance - 5/1/2025 - $30,627.29 

Submitted: Chris Glover, Treasurer 

============================================ 

STOREKEEPER CORNER 

============================================ 

The Central Texas Base (CTB) Supply Store is open for 
business. The Supply Store can obtain most of the items 
you need for memorabilia, your vest, gifts for others, etc. 
You can order them from the Storekeeper at a meeting or 
online at vclaycamp@yahoo.com. CTB can often get items 
at a lower than normal price, so you save money. The SK 
can search the net to find out-of-the-ordinary items, for all 
branches of the service. When requesting a ship’s patch, 
tell the SK which coast you served on board, as the patch-
es are often different for each coast. The Base E-board is 
working on a way to inform you of the SK items in stock 
and prices and a way for to you purchase them either at 
the in-person meetings, or via an online email system to 
the SK for in-stock items. 

============================================ 

BINNACLE LIST 

============================================ 

Our Heavenly Father, we are so helpless. We care so 
much for our brothers and friends. They are special to all of 
us. It hurts us to see them suffering. And while we cannot 
be with them Lord, You be with them please and be with 
those who attend them. Comfort those who love them and 
need them, as well as those who must wait. Amen 

Prayer for our brothers. Chuck Trahan, broken femur and 
amputated right leg from a fall, Don Atkins dealing with the 
big C and Jack Collins dealing with Kidney Cancer added 
to the Binnacle list. 

Please keep us informed of any person who should be 
listed. These are the people that we know about, so please 
e-mail any E-Board member if you know of any member or 
his family that might be in crisis. Also please keep the 
Base Chaplain, Shipmate Bob Steinmann informed as well. 

============================================ 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

============================================ 

Unless otherwise promulgated, the Base Monthly meetings 
will be held in-person and/or a combination of in-person 
and Zoom meetings. 

First Monday, every Month, 0800 hours, Texas Veterans 
breakfast, Texas Grill, 101 State Hwy 71, Bastrop, TX 
78602 

21 June 2025, Quarterly Social, Mesa Rosa Restaurant, 
15515 Ranch Rd 620 N, Austin, TX 78717, Time 1300.  

4 July 2025, Annual 4th of July Parade, Round Rock, TX. 
Float on site at the staging area at 0700. Catch the shuttle 
at the Methodist church kick-off at 0800.  

16 July 2025, Monthly meeting Central Texas Base, VFW 
Post #8587 and Zoom, 1000 N College St., Georgetown, 
TX 78626, 1800 Social hour, 1900 meeting.  

20 August 2025, Monthly meeting Central Texas Base, 
VFW Post #8587 and Zoom, 1000 N College St., 
Georgetown, TX 78626, 1800 Social hour, 1900 meeting.  

20 September 2025, Quarterly Social, TBD 

15 October 2025, USSVI Central Texas Base Tolling of the 
Boats Ceremony, Round Rock Memorial Park, 600 N Lee 
St, Round Rock, TX 78664, 1000 hours.  

19 November 2025, USSVI Central Texas Base Tolling of 
the Boats Ceremony, Round Rock Memorial Park, 600 N 
Lee St, Round Rock, TX 78664, 1000 hours.  

20 December 2025, Annual Christmas Party/Social, Details 
TBD 

============================================ 

============================================ 

 

 

 

 

CENTRAL TEXAS BASE MEMBERSHIP 

Report presented to Base Commander w/copy to 
the Yeoman.  
Members listed in Central Texas Database 87 
Regular Annual Members  25 
National Life Members  54 
Base Life Members  60 
Holland Club Members 42 
Associate Members  1 
Dual Members 5 
Prospective Members:  0 
War Veterans 73 
Members pending:  0 
Submitted: Rick Mitchell, Membership  

JUNE 2025 BIRTHDAYS 

Jack Thormahlen - 7
th
 

Harold Jackson – 3
rd

 
Ron Mick - 10

th
 

Jack Collins - 11
th 

Jerry King - 13
th 

Sam Amato - 20
th 

Erik Heter - 20
th 

Jeff Lindner – 23
rd

 

mailto:dhpaulson1262@yahoo.com
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============================================ 

Kap(SS)4Kid(SS) Update 

April was an active month for our Kap(SS)4Kid(SS) pro-
gram. We had a visit early in the month up in Temple to 
McLane’s Children’s hospital. Chuck Malone joined Rick 
Mitchell and Joe Luna (Heart of Texas Base for a visit 
there. We shared some stories, showed some videos and 
answered lots of questions. Of course, there are a few 
more honorary submariners now too. Late in the month 
Harry Boyer and Ken Rydolph joined Rick in a visit to Dell 
Children’s Medical Center, Austin, TX. Had a great time 
there also talking with the kids and their family and friends 
who visited. This month besides the normal certificates, 
challenge coins, ball caps and coloring books we have 
added a new tool to our toolbox. We now have Teddy 
bears, and of course there are male and female bears in 
the mix. They each dress appropriately with either blue or 
pink shirts. Ken had such a good time he has also volun-
teered to relieve Rick as the K4K chairman and will be tak-
ing the lead on our Base’s program. Look for more on this 
coming up but we are hoping to start a more regular 
schedule of at least a visit every other month alternating 
between the 2 facilities. If you know of other places or peo-
ple to visit let us know. We can visit individual children in 
their homes or wherever they are at, if there’s a need or 
desire let us know. 

Harry Boyer visiting with a new Honorary Submariner and his mother 

Joe Luna and Chuck Malone sharing a video with another Honorary Sub-
mariner. 

Rick Mitchell, K4K outgoing Chair, 512-639-0035 

 

============================================ 

Editor’s Office 

============================================ 

Lots goin’ on around our base. Plenty to read and peruse 
here too. Me? I’m still keepin’ busy juggling “The Deck 
Log” - what else is new? Make yourself useful and send 
me a Sea Story or two, huh? Stop by my email 
(hscottss242@gmail.com) and say hello sometime.  

============================================ 

CHAPLAIN’S CORNER 

============================================ 

============================================ 

============================================ 

"The Semiconductor Fab Murder"  

Shipmate Jack Collins is now a published author. 

mailto:hscottss242@gmail.com
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Just a quick note to let you all know Jack has had his book 
he has been working on for some time published. It is 
called "The Semiconductor Fab Murder." He has some 
large print soft cover copies on hand if you want some hot 
of the press and signed. Cost is $28. It is also available, 
unsigned, at Amazon.com, as well as at Barnes & No-
ble.com. on Kindle, paperback and hardcover. 

Jack Collins - 512-771-9825 - jackcollins1190@msn.com 

Here's his press release: 

A Deadly Game of Secrets and Betrayal in the World of 
High-Stakes Tech 

Monday, May 12th 2025, 11:11 PM CDT 

The Semiconductor Fab Murder by W Jack Collins plunges 
readers into the cutthroat world of semiconductor design, 
where national security and corporate power collide in a 
high-stakes game of life and death. In a setting where eve-
ry microchip could be a weapon, the stakes are more than 
just business—they’re a matter of life and death. 

Chris Templeton, a seasoned design engineer at Dallas 
Liker, is thrilled to begin working on Project COMTEA, a top
-secret military contract to develop microchips for a new 
weapons guidance system. But his excitement turns to 
dread when Paul Skinner, a young engineer, is found dead 
under mysterious circumstances in the facility's semicon-
ductor fab. As the investigation unfolds, it becomes clear 
that Skinner’s death is just the tip of the iceberg. Project 
COMTEA is far more than a military initiative—it's the key 
to a deadly conspiracy that could alter the course of global 
security. 

As Chris digs deeper into the mystery, he uncovers a trail 
of corruption and deceit, with powerful figures in the corpo-
rate world and government pulling the strings behind the 
scenes. But trust is a rare commodity in this world, and the 
more Chris learns, the more his life spirals out of control. 
With every twist and turn, the boundaries between ally and 
enemy blur, and Chris must navigate a dangerous path to 
uncover the truth before more lives are lost. 

Collins, drawing on his own experience in the tech and de-
fense industries, delivers a masterclass in suspense, ex-
pertly blending cutting-edge technology, military intrigue, 
and complex character dynamics. From the tightly secured 
labs of Dallas Liker to the deadly undercurrents of corpo-
rate espionage, The Semiconductor Fab Murder explores 
the lengths to which some will go to protect secrets—and 
the devastating impact when those secrets are revealed. 

This is a story about ambition, betrayal, and the high cost 
of innovation. At its core, it asks how much one is willing to 
sacrifice for success—and whether the price is ever worth 
it. Will Chris survive the fallout of a global conspiracy, or 
will the truth be buried along with the bodies? 

Fans of high-tech thrillers, murder mysteries, and corporate 
espionage will find The Semiconductor Fab Murder impos-
sible to put down. A tale that mixes the pressure of cutting-
edge tech with the adrenaline of a murder mystery, it’s a 
ride you won’t want to miss. 

Rick Mitchell posted in email. 

5/19/2025  

============================================ 

Editor’s Office 

============================================ 

Lots goin’ on around our base. Plenty to read and peruse 
here too. Me? I’m still keepin’ busy juggling “The Deck Log” 
- what else is new? Make yourself useful and send me a 
Sea Story or two, huh? Stop by my email 
(hscottss242@gmail.com) and say hello sometime.  

============================================ 

============================================ 

NATIONAL ALL-HANDS BULLETIN 

Email Scams Going Around   

USSVI Technology 
Inc. ussviwebsitequestions@231236066.mailchimpapp.co
m  

1 May 2025 

National Commander—Jon Jaques 

Shipmates, 

IMPORTANT! 

Several members have received emails Allegedly from 
USSVI National Officers requesting help, money, gift cards, 
etc. for various reasons. They may also state that there is a 
“secure message” from Jon Jaques or other national lead-
er. The emails will appear to come from and have an of-
ficer’s name, but the email address for that officer will not 
be correct. These are SCAMS! Do not reply or click on any 
links in those emails. Delete them. If you have any ques-
tions or concerns reference the validity of those emails, call 
or contact that officer by means of his contact information 
from our website,  www.ussvi.org or www.ussubvets.org. 
Do not respond using any contact info in the email. 

Respectfully, 
Jon Jaques, 
NC 

============================================ 

NATIONAL ALL-HANDS BULLETIN 

Important Please Read - Email Scams  

USSVI Technology 
Inc. ussviwebsitequestions@231236066.mailchimpapp.co
m  

7 May 2025 

National Commander—Jon Jaques 

Shipmates, 

We have received many calls regarding emails with the 
following scam message: Please do not open or click on 
anything in this message if you receive it. 

The National Officers and I will never ask you for mon-
ey or gift cards or send secure messages. If you have a 

mailto:jackcollins1190@msn.com
mailto:hscottss242@gmail.com
mailto:ussviwebsitequestions@231236066.mailchimpapp.com
mailto:ussviwebsitequestions@231236066.mailchimpapp.com
https://ussvi.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=f5a0a2e2c9fcb8aaabb4ef8e8&id=e87ab46f0f&e=c66cb143e8
https://ussvi.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=f5a0a2e2c9fcb8aaabb4ef8e8&id=7ee19ea9e4&e=c66cb143e8
mailto:ussviwebsitequestions@231236066.mailchimpapp.com
mailto:ussviwebsitequestions@231236066.mailchimpapp.com
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question, please call to confirm the validity of any at-
tachment from a national officer or the national office 

The message follows below: 

You've received an secure message from JON JAQUES 
from UNITED STATES SUBMARINE VETERANS.TO 
VIEW YOUR MESSAGE 

Save and open the attachment 

(Secure Message.html), and follow the instructions. 

Sign in using the following email address: 

Quesera@att.net 

The email message and its attachments are for the sole 
use of the intended recipient or recipients and may contain 
confidential information. If you have received this in error, 
please notify the sender and delete this message. 

Respectfully, 
Jon Jaques, 
NC 

============================================ 

NATIONAL ALL-HANDS BULLETIN 

Copying Pictures and Internet Articles and Content 

USSVI Technology 
Inc. ussviwebsitequestions@231236066.mailchimpapp.co
m  

7 May 2025 

National Commander—Jon Jaques 

Shipmates, 

IMPORTANT! 

If copying any pictures or articles from newspapers, publi-
cations or any other sources for use in newsletters or on-
line posting, permission must be granted from the original 
source. Failure to do so may result in copyright or owner-
ship infringement. Posting of newsletters with such pic-
tures or articles in any online websites could result in 
legal action and and fines imposed on USSVI. 

Respectfully, 
Jon Jaques, 
NCvp-ed@ussvcf.org 
www.ussvcf.org 

============================================ 

NATIONAL ALL-HANDS BULLETIN 

2025 Orlando National Convention Update  

USSVI Technology 
Inc. ussviwebsitequestions@231236066.mailchimpapp.co
m  

10 May 2025 

Shipmates, 

We are pleased to announce our upcoming United 
States Submarine Veterans 2025 Convention inOrlando. 
We are offering two ways to help make our Convention 
great. 

First, we would like to invite you to consider advertising 

in the Convention magazine. 

Second, we would like to give your business a chance to 
become a sponsor. 

Here is the link to the form, that includes pricing, need-
ed to place an ad. The deadline for ads is July 15, 2025. 

Magazine Ads:   https://subvetconvention.org/paper-
magazine-ad 

Sponsorship: https://subvetconvention.org/paper-
sponsor-form 

If you are interestedin placing an ad or becoming a 
sponsor in the USSVI 2025 Convention, pleasecontact 
me at david@ssn688.com. Wewould like to invite you to 
consider advertising in the Convention magazine. 

David Self 

Commander Snug Harbor Base, United States Subma-
rine Vets 
commander@snugharborbase.com 
1417 Independence Ave 
Viera, FL 32940 
(513) 519-3314 

Respectfully, 
Bob Eichelberger and Jay Mack, 
2025 Convention Co-Chairs 

============================================ 

NATIONAL ALL-HANDS BULLETIN 

USSVCF Newsletter Special Edition  

USSVI Technology 
Inc. ussviwebsitequestions@231236066.mailchimpapp.co
m   

5/20/2025 

Hello Shipmates. I’m sending out this special FLASH edi-
tion because we need your help. 

TM2(SS) Charlie DeHart, our shipmate from the Naples Fl 
Base, is in a world of hurt. He was in a terrible motorcycle 
accident back on April 5th and was flat on his back with 
spine and neck fractures. He also lost a leg which had to 
be amputated at the scene. Charlie spent a while in a hos-
pital at Ft. Myers, FL and is now in the Brooks Rehab Hos-
pital in Jacksonville, FL. 

Charlie enlisted in the Navy in 1966 where he spent 2 
years aboard the USS Sterlet (SS-392) and qualified in 
submarines in 1968. He was also part of the decommis-
sioning crew that year. Charlie went on to serve 4 more 
years aboard the USS Tiru (SS-416) where attained the 
rate of TM2 (SS). 

The reason we need your help is because Medicare has 
denied his wife, Mary Jo Welch’s, request for an extension 
of his rehab benefits. She’s trying to get the denial turned 
around but as of now she must pay out of pocket for 
Charley’s care at a cost of about $2,000 per day. 

We’re trying to get the VA involved under the Aid & Attend-
ants Program to do their part but we’re also reaching out to 
all our shipmates to donate whatever they can spare to 
Charley’s “Go Fund Me” account.  You can do that with a 
credit or debit card by going to https://gofund.me/c8ebc871 

mailto:Quesera@att.net
mailto:ussviwebsitequestions@231236066.mailchimpapp.com
mailto:ussviwebsitequestions@231236066.mailchimpapp.com
mailto:vp-ed@ussvcf.org
https://www.ussvi.org/page.redir?target=http%3a%2f%2fwww.ussvcf.org&srcid=15788&srctid=1&erid=1333774&trid=
mailto:ussviwebsitequestions@231236066.mailchimpapp.com
mailto:ussviwebsitequestions@231236066.mailchimpapp.com
https://ussvi.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=f5a0a2e2c9fcb8aaabb4ef8e8&id=f4fdedc4a2&e=c66cb143e8
https://ussvi.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=f5a0a2e2c9fcb8aaabb4ef8e8&id=f4fdedc4a2&e=c66cb143e8
https://ussvi.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=f5a0a2e2c9fcb8aaabb4ef8e8&id=7038e35803&e=c66cb143e8
https://ussvi.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=f5a0a2e2c9fcb8aaabb4ef8e8&id=7038e35803&e=c66cb143e8
mailto:david@ssn688.com
mailto:commander@snugharborbase.com
mailto:ussviwebsitequestions@231236066.mailchimpapp.com
mailto:ussviwebsitequestions@231236066.mailchimpapp.com
https://gofund.me/c8ebc871
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The Charitable Foundation is kicking in $3,000 to get the 
ball rolling. 

If you have any questions, please contact me at vp-
ed@ussvcf.org, at 860-886-3566 or call Mary Jo at 217-
652-1042. 

I'm sure Charlie will be grateful for anything we can spare. 

USSV CF Newsletter Special Edition © May 2025 

George Palmer Editor 

Yours in Brotherhood, 
George Palmer 
USSVCF Vice-President and Executive Director 

============================================ 

NATIONAL ALL-HANDS BULLETINS 

Submarine Veterans Charitable Foundation Newsletter 
for May 2025 

USSVI Technology 
Inc. ussviwebsitequestions@231236066.mailchimpapp.co
m   

5/16/2025 

June 2025 VSO Update 

USSVI Technology 
Inc. ussviwebsitequestions@231236066.mailchimpapp.co
m   

5/29/2025 

Shipmates, 

From your “The Deck Log” Editor. 

The above noted National Bulletins from the USSVCF Vice-
President and Executive Director, George Palmer, and the 
USSVI Veterans Service Officer, John Dudas will no longer 
be published in their entirety in “The Deck Log,” the Central 
Texas Base monthly newsletter, as they are published to 
the membership and initially were included in “The Deck 
Log” as a courtesy to Base members who did not have an 
email. Additionally, they constitute approximately 4-5 pages 
to the content of “the Deck Log” requiring editing, copying 
and pasting in the newsletter.  

If you would like to continue seeing the monthly USSCF 
and VSO National Bulletins published in the newsletter, 
please contact me at hscottss242@gmail.com. 

Respectfully, 

Harold W (Bill) Scott II 

============================================ 

US Navy News 

============================================ 

U.S. Navy Facebook Post 

5/16/2025 

Today, the US Postal Service unveiled commemorative 
stamps honoring the 250th anniversaries of the #USNavy, 
U.S. Marine Corps, and U.S. Army. 

"And to all who are here today… may these stamps remind 
us not only of the past 250 years, but of the promise we 

carry forward. The promise to defend freedom, to deliver 
peace… and be ready to fight and win at sea." — Vice 
Adm. Michael Boyle, Director, Navy Staff 

#AmericasNavy250 United States Navy Band 

============================================ 

============================================ 

(Ed., continuing with the updated “Submarine News” sec-
tion by listing the various articles by title and attendant URL 
for reading at your own leisure.)  

============================================ 

Reproduced from the Facebook website.   

Naval Submarine Base Kings Bay 

May 7, 2025  

 

The buildsubmarines.com race car made a pit stop at Na-
val Submarine Base Kings Bay, parking in front of the his-
toric USS George Bancroft sail for an unforgettable reveal! 

This custom car will represent the Silent Service on the 
NASCAR track, merging the spirit of American innovation 
on land and undersea. We’re proud to partner with the 
buildsubmarines.com initiative and spotlight the vital mis-
sion—and workforce—behind building the Navy's subma-
rine fleet. Be sure to look for it during the upcoming races! 

And yes, the photo makes it look like USS George Bancroft 
is in the lead... but we promise the car’s got some horse-
power  

#BuildSubmarines #NASCAR #SilentService #Subma-
rineForce  

mailto:vp-ed@ussvcf.org
mailto:vp-ed@ussvcf.org
mailto:ussviwebsitequestions@231236066.mailchimpapp.com
mailto:ussviwebsitequestions@231236066.mailchimpapp.com
mailto:ussviwebsitequestions@231236066.mailchimpapp.com
mailto:ussviwebsitequestions@231236066.mailchimpapp.com
mailto:hscottii@austin.rr.com
https://www.facebook.com/USNavy?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZXlLtDhTHXqroQJXonDg6Ug-U5tlkoXPQpSYwT2HLxAvLpKlDSl8AebA9zSX_IHIr7vIUagc3cX9eHHrdt24N762c4vrQwXfk4oTmMfwL-Vf0EmD_5zfjydqBvMZB-Hr_sEZFmUF8aOm8Al1TymSzBNF_c0WeLw0cgQbcJ6m-rmbSiP1S2j5jCZ2I5eU9wvupJg0uP1oSaYNlHcBvQl
https://www.facebook.com/USPS?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZXlLtDhTHXqroQJXonDg6Ug-U5tlkoXPQpSYwT2HLxAvLpKlDSl8AebA9zSX_IHIr7vIUagc3cX9eHHrdt24N762c4vrQwXfk4oTmMfwL-Vf0EmD_5zfjydqBvMZB-Hr_sEZFmUF8aOm8Al1TymSzBNF_c0WeLw0cgQbcJ6m-rmbSiP1S2j5jCZ2I5eU9wvupJg0uP1oSaYNlHcBvQlbf
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/usnavy?__eep__=6&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZXlLtDhTHXqroQJXonDg6Ug-U5tlkoXPQpSYwT2HLxAvLpKlDSl8AebA9zSX_IHIr7vIUagc3cX9eHHrdt24N762c4vrQwXfk4oTmMfwL-Vf0EmD_5zfjydqBvMZB-Hr_sEZFmUF8aOm8Al1TymSzBNF_c0WeLw0cgQbcJ6m-rmbSiP1S2j5jCZ2I5eU9wvup
https://www.facebook.com/marines?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZXlLtDhTHXqroQJXonDg6Ug-U5tlkoXPQpSYwT2HLxAvLpKlDSl8AebA9zSX_IHIr7vIUagc3cX9eHHrdt24N762c4vrQwXfk4oTmMfwL-Vf0EmD_5zfjydqBvMZB-Hr_sEZFmUF8aOm8Al1TymSzBNF_c0WeLw0cgQbcJ6m-rmbSiP1S2j5jCZ2I5eU9wvupJg0uP1oSaYNlHcBvQ
https://www.facebook.com/USarmy?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZXlLtDhTHXqroQJXonDg6Ug-U5tlkoXPQpSYwT2HLxAvLpKlDSl8AebA9zSX_IHIr7vIUagc3cX9eHHrdt24N762c4vrQwXfk4oTmMfwL-Vf0EmD_5zfjydqBvMZB-Hr_sEZFmUF8aOm8Al1TymSzBNF_c0WeLw0cgQbcJ6m-rmbSiP1S2j5jCZ2I5eU9wvupJg0uP1oSaYNlHcBvQl
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/americasnavy250?__eep__=6&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZXlLtDhTHXqroQJXonDg6Ug-U5tlkoXPQpSYwT2HLxAvLpKlDSl8AebA9zSX_IHIr7vIUagc3cX9eHHrdt24N762c4vrQwXfk4oTmMfwL-Vf0EmD_5zfjydqBvMZB-Hr_sEZFmUF8aOm8Al1TymSzBNF_c0WeLw0cgQbcJ6m-rmbSiP1S2j5jCZ2
https://www.facebook.com/usnavyband?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZXlLtDhTHXqroQJXonDg6Ug-U5tlkoXPQpSYwT2HLxAvLpKlDSl8AebA9zSX_IHIr7vIUagc3cX9eHHrdt24N762c4vrQwXfk4oTmMfwL-Vf0EmD_5zfjydqBvMZB-Hr_sEZFmUF8aOm8Al1TymSzBNF_c0WeLw0cgQbcJ6m-rmbSiP1S2j5jCZ2I5eU9wvupJg0uP1oSaYNlHc
https://www.facebook.com/nsbkingsbay?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZUY5Q3WYzG6KDhdowZXvBLV0punTrZBGxx88H46OirxErgAEdmv4ZMG1MrGf966jqBHVlUVMp5stJaTt9nidKm1QOvLjHz0WcQ1Y8kfuokHaFmlFRxmWOnNoK9E3pG2fZOOZWdJyFKcZTydqbOV7e5E9t08TJBKqFw7Rp7Wtmk-gh0JL8M_ygG0QF-oVePxyHAOLnv_xd5nPsA
http://buildsubmarines.com/?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBExYUVOQTM4dENsakNaR0h5bQEeEI8lRrixHNspqYqC8TSz4n5OQ8jDnGuGMJQg3HRKcXJNqJXbJ37MZJMQDaQ_aem_vc4uVv-yL0QIpjoiSZT0Rw
http://buildsubmarines.com/?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBExYUVOQTM4dENsakNaR0h5bQEejoAosQDxcl9B92RVHIt_kwNhx_rUoqoPbQpaDu7i9_Y6IWoHxUuLXo_MLV8_aem_54XuRWJma-IJ-4_KmZzKcQ
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/buildsubmarines?__eep__=6&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZUY5Q3WYzG6KDhdowZXvBLV0punTrZBGxx88H46OirxErgAEdmv4ZMG1MrGf966jqBHVlUVMp5stJaTt9nidKm1QOvLjHz0WcQ1Y8kfuokHaFmlFRxmWOnNoK9E3pG2fZOOZWdJyFKcZTydqbOV7e5E9t08TJBKqFw7Rp7Wtmk-gh0JL8M_ygG0Q
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/nascar?__eep__=6&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZUY5Q3WYzG6KDhdowZXvBLV0punTrZBGxx88H46OirxErgAEdmv4ZMG1MrGf966jqBHVlUVMp5stJaTt9nidKm1QOvLjHz0WcQ1Y8kfuokHaFmlFRxmWOnNoK9E3pG2fZOOZWdJyFKcZTydqbOV7e5E9t08TJBKqFw7Rp7Wtmk-gh0JL8M_ygG0QF-oVePxyH
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/silentservice?__eep__=6&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZUY5Q3WYzG6KDhdowZXvBLV0punTrZBGxx88H46OirxErgAEdmv4ZMG1MrGf966jqBHVlUVMp5stJaTt9nidKm1QOvLjHz0WcQ1Y8kfuokHaFmlFRxmWOnNoK9E3pG2fZOOZWdJyFKcZTydqbOV7e5E9t08TJBKqFw7Rp7Wtmk-gh0JL8M_ygG0QF-
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/submarineforce?__eep__=6&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZUY5Q3WYzG6KDhdowZXvBLV0punTrZBGxx88H46OirxErgAEdmv4ZMG1MrGf966jqBHVlUVMp5stJaTt9nidKm1QOvLjHz0WcQ1Y8kfuokHaFmlFRxmWOnNoK9E3pG2fZOOZWdJyFKcZTydqbOV7e5E9t08TJBKqFw7Rp7Wtmk-gh0JL8M_ygG0QF
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/submarineforce?__eep__=6&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZUY5Q3WYzG6KDhdowZXvBLV0punTrZBGxx88H46OirxErgAEdmv4ZMG1MrGf966jqBHVlUVMp5stJaTt9nidKm1QOvLjHz0WcQ1Y8kfuokHaFmlFRxmWOnNoK9E3pG2fZOOZWdJyFKcZTydqbOV7e5E9t08TJBKqFw7Rp7Wtmk-gh0JL8M_ygG0QF
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RFK Racing 5/7/2025 

Speed on land, stealth below, glory above all.  

RFK Racing is “Brad Kesolowski Racing” - 
May 25 at 2:39 PM  ·  

Along with parking his Coca-Cola 600 car at the Naval Sub-
marine Base King’s Bay, BK got to: 

 

Exchange hats with AND receive a challenge coin from USS Wyoming 
Commanding Officer Robert Moreno. 

 

Learn how to DRIVE a submarine (he kinds already does that).  

 

Look thru the periscope of the USS Wyoming.  

He also got a tour of the entire sub, and ate lunch on it. 

============================================ 

Reproduced from the The Telegraph website. China’s huge 
new unmanned submarine lies in wait for HMS Prince 
of Wales 

China’s huge new unmanned submarine lies in wait for 
HMS Prince of Wales 

============================================ 

Reproduced from the The Telegraph website. Breaking 
News: Russian Navy's Submarine "Krasnoyarsk" Suc-
cessfully Launches Kalibr Cruise Missile Over 1,100 
km 

China’s huge new unmanned submarine lies in wait for 
HMS Prince of Wales 

============================================ 

Reproduced from the Navy Lookout website. Rare Sighting: 
USS New Mexico on the Clyde 

Rare Sighting: USS New Mexico on the Clyde | Watch 

============================================ 

Reproduced from the Interesting Engineering website. Rus-
sia plans to use gigantic 180,000-ton nuclear subma-
rines to transport liquefied gas  

https://interestingengineering.com/energy/russia-nuclear-
submarine-lng-transport   

============================================ 

Reproduced from the Defense Post website. New Chinese 
Tech Lets Drones Detect Submarines 

https://thedefensepost.com/2025/04/28/china-drone-detect-
submarines/  

============================================ 

Reproduced from USNI News website. Navy Awards Up to 
$ 18.5B in Contracts for 2 Virginia-class Attack Subs, 
Workforce Development 

https://news.usni.org/2025/04/30/navy-awards-up-to-18-5b-
in-contracts-for-2-virginia-class-attack-subs-workforce-
development  

============================================ 

Reproduced from the Newsweek website. China Hunts for 
Submarines As NATO Aircraft Carrier Group Approach-
es 

https://www.newsweek.com/china-news-submarine-hunting
-uk-carrier-strike-group-pacific-2066506  

============================================ 

Reproduced from the Interesting Engineering website.   

China’s 11,000-ton nuclear submarine with 6,000-mile 
range missiles poses threat to US 

China’s 11,000-ton nuclear submarine with 6,000-mile 
range missiles poses threat to US 

============================================ 

Reproduced from the Global Defense News website. Break-
ing News: South Korea Challenges U.S. Influence with 
Bold $20–$24 Billion Submarine Offer to Canada  

https://www.facebook.com/rfkracing?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZXRuz9mdku1KEmLcrcdLnxd8NbO_91xQdq7c8h0rqEwie4FzxRbFvaNUWbZvFLQmZ308w7fhkJe4r8T4mn7VXermAOER1SXSLICDTc3RrAtWyoWi5ZHOuYnJys-XNdGZ2CcJ0mty1soNrEOsCWb9U4h-c678T5A7u8KKmNswn7MyPojg3cgAav0BPsgjKlQvVwFPB0Gs87AN-zE9
https://www.facebook.com/rfkracing/posts/1229784639158581?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZWRVdi9Cb32yY5DHAub-VikLtODTAShedJy2RNlCKWkP8tH6Vda1VmAWv1MvvMJlyp1jrINCBHEkA576suPlVyC3fxVL5pdABgBmDLOGDMCbw6vaq_m2EbYGJH-tRgTPpru-YyRTjpxHGP5-QvMYmLPTvB883zPcPwsWhUmjtw35rfhbXduuEg9AO
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How a Brilliant Submarine Tactic Turned the Tide Against 
Japan | Watch 

============================================ 

This Month in History  

From Shipmate Erik Heter, Base Historian 

============================================ 

Rising from the Depths – The USS Sailfish, the Phoenix 
of Submarines 

Few, if any submarine histories are as unique as that of the 
USS Sailfish (SS-192). In fact, the Sailfish wasn’t always 
the Sailfish – she was originally known as USS Squalus, 
and suffered a catastrophic accident early in her service. 
And despite this accident, she was resurrected, re-named 
the Sailfish, and went on to become a decorated combat 
vessel in World War II, ultimately earning 12 battle stars 
and the Presidential Unit Citation for her wartime efforts. 

The keel of the Squalus was laid down on October 18, 
1937, at the Portsmouth Naval Shipyard in Kittery, Maine. 
Launched on September 14, 1938, Squalus was commis-
sioned on March 1, 1939. However, only a few months lat-
er, on May 23, 1939, disaster struck during a test dive off 
the coast of New Hampshire. Due to a failure in the main 
induction valve, catastrophic flooding occurred in the aft 
torpedo room, both engine rooms, and the crew's quarters. 
Squalus sank to the seafloor with 59 crew aboard. Of those 
59 men, 26 died from drowning.  Squalus eventually settled 
on the ocean floor 243 feet below the surface. 

A rescue operation was mounted by salvage and rescue 
expert Lieutenant Commander Charles "Swede" Momsen, 
using the newly developed McCann Rescue Chamber. 
Over the course of 13 hours and four descents, the cham-
ber successfully brought 33 survivors to the surface. It was 
the first successful deep-sea submarine rescue in history. 
The event captured national attention and proved the value 
of emergency submarine rescue technology, influencing 
naval protocols for years to come. 

Once the rescue was complete, the Navy initiated a com-
plex and unprecedented salvage operation to raise Squa-
lus.  Through challenging underwater conditions, divers 
attached numerous cables to the hull of the vessel. On 
September 13, 1939, she was finally brought to the sur-
face. From there, she Squalus was towed into Portsmouth 
Naval Shipyard and decommissioned on November 15, 
1939.  But this was not the end of her story. 

After extensive repairs and a complete overhaul, the sub-
marine was recommissioned on May 15, 1940, as USS 
Sailfish (SS-192). The name change symbolized a new 
beginning, putting the previous tragedy firmly in the rear-
view mirror. 

Upon entry of the United States into World War II, Sailfish 
was quickly deployed to the Pacific Theater. Early war pa-
trols took her into hostile waters near the Philippines, East 
China Sea, and the Japanese home islands. Despite lim-
ited early success due to mechanical issues and inexperi-
ence with submarine warfare tactics, Sailfish served as a 
vital reconnaissance and harassment tool. These early mis-
sions laid the groundwork for her future success as the 
crew gained experience and tactical insight. 

Sailfish conducted a total of 12 patrols during WWII, sinking 
sank over 18,000 tons of enemy shipping, including freight-
ers, tankers, and warships. Her most famous engagement 
occurred during her tenth patrol in December 1943, when 
she sank the Japanese escort carrier Chūyō. Unbeknownst 
to the Sailfish crew at the time, Chūyō was transporting 
American POWs, including survivors from the USS Scul-
pin—a submarine previously damaged in combat while try-
ing to support Sailfish. The tragic irony of this event added 
a haunting layer to the Sailfish legacy. 

Nevertheless, Sailfish’s tenth patrol proved to be her most 
successful. Patrolling in heavy seas and under the constant 
threat of Japanese destroyers, Sailfish managed to sink 
four enemy ships and damage a fifth. For these feats, she 
was awarded the Presidential Unit Citation, recognizing the 
crew’s extraordinary bravery and operational excellence 
under fire. 

By mid-1944, Sailfish was showing her age, with newer and 
more advanced submarines entering the fleet. She com-
pleted her final war patrol in the East China Sea in Decem-
ber 1944. She then returned to the U.S. for overhaul and 
then transferred to Groton in January of 1945, where she 
served as a training vessel. Following the Japanese surren-
der, Sailfish was decommissioned on October 27, 1945, 
and eventually sold for scrap in 1948. Her conning tower 
was preserved and placed on display at the Portsmouth 
Naval Shipyard, where her story first began. 

The legacy of Sailfish will continue to be one of persever-
ance through setbacks, having overcome one of the worst 
setbacks a submarine can face during peacetime.  Instead 
of being counted out, Sailfish instead went on to distinguish 
herself when the country needed her most, providing a criti-
cal contribution to the eventual U.S. victory in the Pacific.   

============================================ 

============================================ 

============================================ 

https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/world/how-a-brilliant-submarine-tactic-turned-the-tide-against-japan/vi-AA1FHHgx?ocid=msedgdhp&pc=U531&cvid=3da2917d262b40a5c1b6f0016e55b850&ei=77
https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/world/how-a-brilliant-submarine-tactic-turned-the-tide-against-japan/vi-AA1FHHgx?ocid=msedgdhp&pc=U531&cvid=3da2917d262b40a5c1b6f0016e55b850&ei=77
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============================================ 

============================================ 

============================================ 

Any definition of a successful life 
must include service to others. 

George H. W. Bush 

============================================ 

============================================ 

============================================ 

10 Fun Facts 

1.  You can’t see your ears without a mirror. 

2.  You can’t count your hair. 

3.  You can’t breathe through your nose, with your tongue 
out. 

4.  You just tried number 3. 

5.  When you did number 3, you realized that it is possible, 
only you look like a dog. 

6.  Your are smiling right now, because you were fooled. 

7.  You skipped number 5. 

8.  You just checked to see if there’s a number 5. 

9.  I want my “Like.” 

============================================ 

============================================ 

Animal training 

Dogs aren’t the only animal you can train. I had a goldfish 
that could breakdance on the carpet...but only for like 20 
seconds. 

============================================ 

============================================ 

My heart is Heavy 

My heart is heavy... I just left the Emergency Room. I want-
ed everyone to know that whomever has been in contact 
with me in any way over the last 14 days should stay in-
doors and contact your nearest test center. 

This is why I choose to stay to myself I’m so sorry to every 
one of my friends, family, and others who have been in 
close proximity to me.  

I have had symptoms for a few days now and it has just 
been confirmed. I have been diagnosed as being extremely 
smart, good-looking, hilarious, fun to be around and just a 
nice person!!  

I’m told there is no cure as of yet for all 5 together. 

When I see this reposted, I’ll know who has read this to the 
end. I know a few that won’t let me down.  
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============================================ 

USSVI School of the Boat (refresher training) 

Learn more about our USSVI organization – an oft re-
peated subject, but necessary.  

Last month, I had a question in the School of the Boat arti-
cle asking: What is the USSVI National Awards and Recog-
nition Program? The answer was: The USSVI National 
Awards and Recognition Program recognizes members or 
bases whose contributions to the organization, or their local 
community stand out.  

Question: Where can I find fore detailed information about 
the program? Answer: Go to: https://ussubvets.org/
awards.asp. Select “Manuals” tab on the left to download 
the current Awards Manual. 

Question: When was the program established? Answer: 
2001, and a committee Chair was appointed by the Board 
of Directors. Past Chairs Bill Britt and Art Randall created 
the present award titles with their recognition scope, design 
of award materials, and identified a vendor.  

Question: Who is responsible for the administration and 
execution of the program? Answer: The USSVI National 
Awards Chair (NAC) is appointed by the USSVI Board of 
Directors in accordance with the Awards Manual. 

Question: What are the USSVI National Awards recogniz-
ing members? Answer: There are eight specific awards to 
consider members for nominations each year. They are: 

Joe Negri Award (Submarine Veteran of the Year)  
Robert Link National Commander Commendation 
Award 
District Commander of the Year Award  
Meritorious Award 
Golden Anchor Award 
Silver Anchor Award 
Ben Bastura Historical Achievement Award 
Newsletter of the Year Award 

The Joe Negri Award and District Commander of the Year 
Award are Lifetime Awards, and are presented only once 
per Shipmate.  

Question: What do the award recipients receive for being 
selected for an award? Answer: Individual Award recipi-
ents receive a certificate, plaque and a patch. 

Question: Are there specific guidelines for the award nom-
ination process? Answer: Yes; see below. 

• Any USSVI Member in good standing may nominate 
any other Member or Associate Member in good stand-
ing, or Base as stated in the award description. 

• Eligibility requires current membership in the USSVI.  
• Nominations should primarily consider activity for the 

period of May 1
st
 of the prior year to April 30

th
 of the 

current year. 
• All nominations must be received by the NAC via email 

no later than April 30
th
 of the award year. 

Question: Are there specific milestones delineated for the 
award nomination process? Answer: Yes. 

• February 1 - Nomination period opens. 
• April 30 - All nominations due to the NAC NLT 2359 

hours.  

• May 5 - NAC submits nominations to the respective 
selection committee chair for nominations evaluation, 
voting and selection of recipients. 

• June 15 - Selection committee chairs submit their 
CONFIDENTIAL selections only to the NAC. 

• June 30 - NAC submits awards selections to the Ven-
dor: preparation of the award proofs, approval by the 
NAC, production of award plaques for presentation to 
recipients at the Convention. 

Question: Are there specific guidelines or protocols for 
award nominations? Answer: Yes. The Awards Manual 
spells it out in the “Award Nomination Protocol” section at 
the back of the manual.  

a. Any USSVI Member in good standing may nominate 
any other Member or Associate Member in good stand-
ing, or Base as stated in the award description. 

b. Eligibility requires current membership in the USSVI.  
c. Nominations should primarily consider activity for the 

period of May 1
st
 of the prior year to April 30

th
 of the 

current year. 
d. All nominations must be received by the NAC via email 

no later than April 30
th
 of the award year. 

Question: Are there specific guidelines or protocols for 
award nominations? Answer: Yes. The Awards Manual 
spells it out in the “Award Nomination Protocol” section at 
the back of the manual.  

a. Nominations must be submitted using the Awards 
Nomination Figure outlined in the manual. 

b. Follow the guidelines for preparing the body of the 
nomination. 

1. Content should be standalone 
2. Two pages maximum 
3. The nomination should focus on the individual or 

base’s achievement  
4. Endorsements and/or photographs are not solicit-

ed. 
5. Prepare and complete your nomination  
6. Be creative, don’t use the ‘cookie cutter’ method 
7. Use bulleted lists 
8. The nomination should consider the individual or 

base’s activities in the year   
9. The nomination shall be for a single award 
10. If the nominee is being considered for a different 

award, submit a separate nomination and not a 
duplicate. 

c. Submit the nomination as a .pdf file 

1. Save the nomination using the format: File name: 

20XX Last 
Name_FirstName_AwardName_BaseName_BaseClas
s.pdf 

20XX Scott_Bill_Meritorious Indiv_Joe Nuke_Central 
Texas Base_Class #.pdf 

20XX Scott_Bill_Meritorious Base_ Central Texas 
Base_Class #.pdf 

20XX Scott_Bill_Joe Negri_Harry Nuke_Central Texas 
Base.pdf 

2. NLOY will be submitted as a .pdf file: 20XX 
NLOY_Newsletter Title_ Editor Name_Base_Class 

https://ussubvets.org/awards.asp
https://ussubvets.org/awards.asp
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#.pdf 

20XX NLOY_The Deck Log_Editor Name_ Central 
Texas Base_Class #.pdf 

3. All Award nominations are confidential and shall be 
sent only to the National Awards Chair. 

Lastly, the 2025 National Awards manual is posted on the 
website. https://ussubvets.org/awards.asp. Select 
“Manuals” tab on the left to download the current Awards 
Manual. Take a look. 

============================================ 

============================================ 

Round Rock Express Ball Game 
@ Dell Diamond Stadium Party Porch 

5/16/2025  

USSVI Central Texas Base 
5/16/2025 

Bubbleheads, Baseball and Beer! Night out at Dell Dia-
mond Stadium---RoundRock, TX watching our Express 
play (well tonight it appeared they were trying but ....). We 
also got to welcome aboard our newest member Scott Lin-
demood and his wife Andrea. 

https://ussubvets.org/awards.asp
https://www.facebook.com/ussvicentraltexas?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZUnUU-rpg2AlbaLHGaaYhl5bVUFXWw93kfTTxN5rx-Uoi6TrMP4dCF0agYrhKMm05OE6MSVC42fQsF_lwzPbw71iMvSMxhVhca8pJdl6AS7dNpGTq54tKsFrDjizrFHzsA4in6ClOe9knv6s3EOVdndx1lZ1-uqkwjDlOHMKVzBnwQRd8S1V05ianBoyO6JD8TKsWVlq
https://www.facebook.com/Dell-Diamond-Stadium-RoundRock-TX-197304783717242/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZUnUU-rpg2AlbaLHGaaYhl5bVUFXWw93kfTTxN5rx-Uoi6TrMP4dCF0agYrhKMm05OE6MSVC42fQsF_lwzPbw71iMvSMxhVhca8pJdl6AS7dNpGTq54tKsFrDjizrFHzsA4in6ClOe9knv6s3EOVdndx1lZ1-uqkwjDlOHM
https://www.facebook.com/Dell-Diamond-Stadium-RoundRock-TX-197304783717242/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZUnUU-rpg2AlbaLHGaaYhl5bVUFXWw93kfTTxN5rx-Uoi6TrMP4dCF0agYrhKMm05OE6MSVC42fQsF_lwzPbw71iMvSMxhVhca8pJdl6AS7dNpGTq54tKsFrDjizrFHzsA4in6ClOe9knv6s3EOVdndx1lZ1-uqkwjDlOHM
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============================================ 

USSVI Central Texas Base 
Memorial Day Tolling of the Boats Ceremony 

Round Rock Memorial Park 
Round Rock, Texas 

5/24/2025  

USSVI Central Texas Base 
5/16/2025 

Bubbleheads, Baseball and Beer! Night out at Dell Dia-
mond Stadium---RoundRock, TX watching our Express 
play (well tonight it appeared they were trying but ....). We 
also got to welcome aboard our newest member Scott Lin-
demood and his wife Andrea. 

 

https://www.facebook.com/ussvicentraltexas?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZUnUU-rpg2AlbaLHGaaYhl5bVUFXWw93kfTTxN5rx-Uoi6TrMP4dCF0agYrhKMm05OE6MSVC42fQsF_lwzPbw71iMvSMxhVhca8pJdl6AS7dNpGTq54tKsFrDjizrFHzsA4in6ClOe9knv6s3EOVdndx1lZ1-uqkwjDlOHMKVzBnwQRd8S1V05ianBoyO6JD8TKsWVlq
https://www.facebook.com/Dell-Diamond-Stadium-RoundRock-TX-197304783717242/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZUnUU-rpg2AlbaLHGaaYhl5bVUFXWw93kfTTxN5rx-Uoi6TrMP4dCF0agYrhKMm05OE6MSVC42fQsF_lwzPbw71iMvSMxhVhca8pJdl6AS7dNpGTq54tKsFrDjizrFHzsA4in6ClOe9knv6s3EOVdndx1lZ1-uqkwjDlOHM
https://www.facebook.com/Dell-Diamond-Stadium-RoundRock-TX-197304783717242/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZUnUU-rpg2AlbaLHGaaYhl5bVUFXWw93kfTTxN5rx-Uoi6TrMP4dCF0agYrhKMm05OE6MSVC42fQsF_lwzPbw71iMvSMxhVhca8pJdl6AS7dNpGTq54tKsFrDjizrFHzsA4in6ClOe9knv6s3EOVdndx1lZ1-uqkwjDlOHM
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